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Rethinking Assessment in the AI Era

Old Lens:    "Can students use AI to cheat?"
New Lens:   "Does this assessment still measure what I want it to?"

If AI can complete it... Then ask:

Without student input Is it still assessing thinking, process, or 

authentic learning?

With little modification Can we revise it to better capture 

learning outcomes?

Good assessments don’t block AI—they reveal learning even when AI is present.



Looking at Assessments 

through the Lens of 

Validity 

• VALIDITY=DOES IT 

REPRESENT THE ACTUAL 

CAPABILITY 

• ASSESSMENTS THAT USE A 

SCAFFOLDING SYSTEM OF 

LAYERED TASKS LEADING TO 

AN END PRODUCT 



Why Incorporate AI into Assessments?

Workforce Readiness – Builds AI literacy for modern careers.
Shifting from Policing to Empowering – Reduces stress and fosters trust.
Enhanced Engagement – Makes learning more interactive and meaningful.
Higher-Order Thinking – Encourages analysis, evaluation, and synthesis.
Equity and Accessibility – Supports diverse learning needs.
Real-Time Feedback – Enables iterative learning and growth mindset.
Mirrors Professional Use – Reflects how AI is used in real-world jobs.
Faculty Scalability – Helps manage feedback and track outcomes efficiently.



• Quick solutions

• Give me the answer

• Tell me what I should 

write

Alex’s Approach
• Seeks understanding
• Looks for collaboration
• Has original thoughts 

Ben’s Approach

The Class Essay



Examples Of Assessments

• Scaffold Assignments Using the AI Assessment Scale

• Case Study Creation Assignments

• Collaborative Interview Assignments

• ChatGPT (Study Mode); Gemini (Guided Learning Mode)

• NotebookLM Resource Assignment 



Scaffolded Assessments 

1. Create boundaries for students: Designate When and How 

students can use AI (AI Assessment Scale) throughout the 

process

2. Tighter, Transparent Rubrics: Focus on Higher-Order Skills: 

critical thinking, creativity, and application; Elements of AI use—
reflection, ethical use, strengths/weaknesses 

3. Periodic Check-Ins: Progress Meetings to discuss drafts, 

challenges, and thought processes. :





Scaffolded Assignment Example

• Stage 1: Topic Exploration and Proposal (AI-Assisted)

• Students use AI tools to (AI Assessment Scale Level 2): 

• Generate potential research topics in psychological research methods

• Explore initial background information

• Students must (AI Assessment Scale 1): 

• Select a topic and provide a personal rationale for their choice

• Explain how they critically evaluated AI-generated topic suggestions

• Submit a 2-page proposal outlining research question and preliminary 

objectives



Case study assignment

• Use an AI tool (ChatGPT, Claude, Gemini, Copilot, 
Meta, Grok, Snapchat AI) to help you generate your 
fictional case study. Input the following prompt to get 
started: 

• “Create a fictional case study for an Introduction to 
Psychology class to explain classical conditioning. The 
case study should be set in the context of [insert 
interest here, e.g., sports, gothic literature, gaming, 
etc.]. Please help me:

• 1. Develop a brief story where classical conditioning 
occurs.

• 2. Do not identify the unconditioned stimulus (US), 
unconditioned response (UR), conditioned stimulus (CS), 
and conditioned response (CR), but make sure I will be 
able to label these aspects. It would be helpful to also 
have aspects of acquisition, extinction, generalization, and 
discrimination, but again, do not label these areas; allow 
me to identify them.

• 3. Include details that make the story realistic and 
engaging.”



Expert Interview Example  

• I am a college student in a college psychology class. Pretend like I am a guest expert on a 
news show. Ask me questions about classical conditioning.  Ask me one question at a time 
and let me respond and provide me feedback before going to the next question.  Make it 
three different questions

*Adjusting microphone, taking on the role of a news show interviewer*
• Thank you for joining us today. Let me start with what many consider the foundation of 

classical conditioning: In your expert opinion, what made Pavlov's original experiments 
with dogs so groundbreaking for the field of psychology, and how did his discovery of the 
conditioned response change our understanding of human behavior?

*Leaning forward attentively, ready to listen to your response*



Student Learning 

Modes

•ChatGPT—Study Mode

•Gemini—Guided Learning Mode



NotebookLM Assignment
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